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CSA 587D – Issues in Catholic School Administration 

Fall Semester 2016 - 2017 
 

Course Outline 
 

Class Start Date & End Date: September 6, 2016 – December 20, 2016 

Class Meeting Time & Room & Location if Off-site: 
Monday, September 26, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Red Deer Catholic Board Office 
Saturday, October 29, 9:00 AM ‐ 5:00 PM, Red Deer Catholic Board Office 
Friday, November 18, 9:00 AM ‐ 5:00 PM, Red Deer Catholic Board Office 
Saturday, December 10, 9:00 AM ‐ 5:00 PM, Red Deer Catholic Board Office 
 
Online Component (six hours) – Topics will be assigned periodically  
 
Instructors Name: Ted Paszek, PhD 
Office Hours, By arrangement 
Phone: (780) 922-5788 
Email address: tpaszek@ualberta.ca 
 

Course Description 
An examination of Gospel values and principles involved in building ethical schools with particular attention to 
topics such as teacher rights and responsibilities; coercion; indoctrination; racial and ethnic bias; sexism; conflict 
management; power issues; ethics and technology; communal moral discernment. 

Course Objectives 
Catholic education in Alberta requires leaders who are tuned in to the issues that that impact Catholic schools. This 
course will:  
Examine the features of a Catholic school identity. 
Continue to refine what it means to be a Catholic educational leader. 
Identify and examine some of the current issues which impact Catholic school leadership. 
Identify and develop strategies, from a Catholic perspective, that effectively carry out the mission of a Catholic 
education. 
Work to better understand the role of Catholic education in a secular society. 
Consider new evangelization and its implications for Catholic schools. 

Course Requirements, Course Assignments and Evaluation  
Participants are expected to attend all sessions and to participate in discussions and activities. There will be 
opportunity for in class journal writing. Participants are expected to complete the required readings. Written material 
submitted should be in accordance with the format described in the student handbook using APA.  
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The book review will be seven or eight pages in length including a synopsis and a personal response to the material 
presented.  
The academic paper will be on a topic chosen by the student and negotiated with the instructor (a selected issue 
emerging from the course work or readings). The paper will be approximately 10 pages in length including 
references. 
The Groome assignment will be based on readings and reflections from the Groome text. There will be three 
submissions of approximately two pages each. (To be assigned) 
 
Book review of Rediscovering Catholicism by Matthew Kelly (due October 29) 20% 
Academic paper on a topic of personal interest (due November 18)   30% 
Class presentation on the paper (due November 18)      
Three reflections from Groome text (due December 10)    20% 
Final take-home exam (due on December 19)     20% 
Participation in Online discussions (Topics to be assigned)    10% 

 

Textbooks 
Groome, T. H. (2011). Will there be faith: a new vision for educating and growing disciples. HarperCollins: NY. 
Kelly, M. (2002). Rediscover Catholicism. Beacon Publishing: Cincinnati. 
Marien, M. (2014). Growing forward: Final report of the 2014 Catholic education symposium. ACSTA: Edmonton 
Alberta. 
Pope Francis (2013). Evangelli Gaudium. (Joy of the Gospel) 
Pope Francis (2016). Amoris Laetitia. (On Love in the Family) 

Recommended Reading 
Piqué, E. (2013). Pope Francis: Life and revolution. Loyola Press: Chicago. 
 
Other Required Readings: Truth and Reconciliation Commission Materials (available online) 
 
TRC 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/index.php?p=890 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf 
Alberta Education 
http://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=42963B5914BB5‐9E75‐2518‐1A536E4645E07607 
https://education.alberta.ca/media/563919/albertas‐expression‐of‐reconciliation.pdf 
Social Justice – Archdiocese of Edmonton 
http://caedm.ca/SocialJustice.aspx 
Canadian Bishops 
http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Statement_by_the_Permanent_Council_on_the_TRC_‐_EN.pdf 
http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/Entities_Response_to_TRC_Findings_Final_‐_EN.pdf 
Council of Churches 
http://www.anglican.ca/news/response‐of‐the‐churches‐to‐the‐truth‐and‐reconciliation‐commission‐of‐
canada/30010922/ 
Ben Calf Robe 
http://bcrsociety.ab.ca/programs/ 
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General Academic Information 
Please refer to the Student Handbook for information regarding: Extensions; Plagiarism; Academic Grievances and 
Grade Appeals; Grading System and Late Submission Policy 

Course Schedule 
Session 1 – Monday, September 26, 2016 
We will discuss and workshop the document entitled Growing Forward. Please read the document and bring a copy 
to class. 
We will discuss and workshop Amoris Laetitia. Please read and bring to class. 
 
Session 2 - Saturday, October 29, 2016 
We will discuss the Matthew Kelly text. Please bring it to class. 
We will explore the impact that Pope Francis having on the Catholic Church and thus Catholic schools. Please 
bring to class a favourite story, insight, website or image of Pope Francis. Please familiarize yourself with his history 
(available on the web). 
We will discuss and workshop the book Joy of the Gospel.   Please read and bring it to class. 
 
Session 3 - Friday, November 18, 2016 
We will listen to class presentations based on the papers that have been written. Please prepare a 10 - 15 minute 
presentation on your paper accompanied by a one page summary for other class members. (Length of presentation 
depends upon the number of participants in the class.)  
 
 
Session 4 - Saturday, December 10, 2016 
We will listen to the remainder of the class presentations if necessary. 
We will discuss the Call to Action by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Please become familiar with the 
final TRC report. (Too long to read in its entirety) Please read the recommendations in the Call to Action. Please 
read the responses of Church leaders, Alberta government new release and expression, and other materials available 
on Archdiocese website and Ben Calf Robe website. 
We will discuss excerpts from Groome text. (To be assigned) 
 

Bibliography 
See Textbooks and Recommended Reading 
 
List of possible issues 
 
The identity of a Catholic school 
Catholic educational leadership 
New evangelization 
Catholic schools in contemporary society 
The impact of the new Pope on Catholic schools 
Safe and caring Catholic schools 
Diversity 
Other issues as identified by the participants 
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Assessment: 

Book Review Rubric 

 Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited 

Synopsis Provides a 
strong synopsis 
that includes 
significant 
information 

Provides a 
substantial 
synopsis that 
includes 
relevant 
information 

Provides a 
partial synopsis 
that includes 
basic 
information 

 

Response Is insightful and 
perceptive with 
significant 
support and 
clearly 
expressed 

Is thoughtful 
and logical with 
relevant support 
and well 
expressed 

Is rudimentary 
and adequate 
with reasonable 
support and 
competently 
expressed 

 

Reflections and Papers Rubric 

 Excellent Proficient Adequate Limited 

Response Shows a strong 
understanding 
that includes 
significant 
information. Is 
insightful and 
perceptive with 
significant 
support and 
clearly 
expressed 

Shows a 
substantial 
understanding 
that includes 
relevant 
information. Is 
thoughtful and 
logical with 
relevant 
support and 
well expressed 

Shows a partial 
understanding 
that includes 
basic 
information. Is 
rudimentary 
and adequate 
with reasonable 
support and 
competently 
expressed 

 

 


